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PSPCOMPLICITY

Complicity 
kəmˈplisədē/
noun

Complicity does not speak to the University’s active and persistent 
ownership of enslaved persons. 

Complicity does speak to the many ways in which colonial universities 
relied on and contributed to America’s slave society in the years prior to 
the Civil War. 



PSP

?
Questions We Asked

● How are Penn’s questions different than other universities?

● How many trustees owned enslaved people?

● Proximity?

● Is it possible to trace enslaved peoples’ lineages?

● Details about the lives of these enslaved people?

● How did research produced by the university contribute directly to 

nationwide rhetoric on slavery?



PREVIOUS FINDINGS
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Trustees, by the Numbers

126 Trustees in the 18th Century

 28 Closely Investigated by PSP

20 Found to have Owned Slaves
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John Cadwalader (1742-1786)

- Trustee from 1779-1786

- Son of Dr. Thomas Cadwalader, who was a founding trustee of 
Penn’s medical school

- Formed a successful mercantile business

- Held enslaved people
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Delving Deeper

- Five different versions of his will, of which four are largely the same

- Leaves most of his enslaved people to his wife and daughters

- Frees a man named James Sampson in first four versions of the will, 
but there is no mention of him in the fifth version
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Spring 2018 Preliminary Findings 

- Early construction of the University’s first campus under 
the Carpenter Company 

- Early fundraising activities of the University 

- Faculty and University influence on pro-slavery rhetoric

- Penn Medical School and the rise of pseudoscience/dual 
race theory 

- Current University buildings named after men who owned 
enslaved people. 
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Tilghman Family

- Edward Tilghman Jr. (1750-1815)
- Trustee

- Leading Philadelphia Lawyer

- James Tilghman (1716-1793)
- Trustee

- Lawyer, Secretary of the of the Land Office of Pennsylvania

- loaned the College of Philadelphia £1000, was repaid with interest by December 1775
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James Tilghman (1716-1793)

- Owned 4 enslaved people in Pennsylvania from 1769-1776
- Have yet to discover their names

- Maryland Land Holdings
- Land on the St. Michael River (now Miles River) in Talbot County

- Bequeaths “my negro man James and my negro wench Hannah and her 
children and grandchildren” to his son, James Tilghman, in his will

- James and Hannah are the only names listed in the will.
- He bequeaths his “stocks of slaves” on his Adventure and Caccaway (now Cacaway) 

plantations in Kent County to William Tilghman
- He bequeaths “all the slaves” on Fausley Plantation to his granddaughters, the 

daughters of Tench Tilghman. 
- All of his “house negroes” were divided among his children



PSP

William Tilghman (1756-1827)

- James Tilghman’s son

- Chief Justice of Pennsylvania from 1806-1827
- Interpretation of the 1780 Gradual Abolition Act shifted the court’s rulings towards 

the property rights of the master and away from the freedom of enslaved people

- Received an Honorary Doctorate in 1807 from Penn



Penn’s First Building

- ‘New Building’ 4th & Arch 

- Intended as a church

- Converted to school

- Renovated by Robert Smith 

University Archives



PENN’S FIRST CAMPUS



- Member of the Carpenters’ Company

- Known for

- Carpenter’s Hall

- Christ Church

- Benjamin Franklin’s Home

- And many more

Robert Smith (1722-1777)

Independence Hall Association



- Member of the Carpenters’ Company

- Carpenter’s Company permitted slave labor

Robert Smith (1722-1777)

Articles of the Carpenter Company
American Philosophical Society



Robert Smith (1722-1777)

Pennsylvania, Tax and Exoneration 1769

Independence Hall Association



Robert Smith (1722-1777)

Pennsylvania, Tax and Exoneration 1774

Independence Hall Association



Robert Smith & The Academy

- ‘New Building’ 4th & Arch 

- Intended as a church

- Converted to school

- Renovated New Building (1750-1755)

- Built Dormitory (1763)

- Built Provost’s House (1774)

- Owned by Rev George Whitefield

University Archives



- Born in Gloucester, England

- ‘Founder’ of Methodism and the 
evangelical movement in the 18th 
century Anglo-American world

- Started the ‘Great Awakening’

- Noted the cruelties of slavery

- Attempted to set up a college to 
educate freed slaves in Delaware

Rev George Whitefield (1714-1770)

New Georgia Encyclopedia



- Noted the cruelties of slavery

- Wrote an open letter to 
‘Inhabitants of Maryland, 
Virginia, North and South 
Carolina concerning their 
Negroes’ chastising

- slave mistreatment:

Rev George Whitefield (1714-1770)

The Pennsylvania Gazette (April 17, 1740) 



- Noted the cruelties of slavery

- Wrote an open letter to 
‘Inhabitants of Maryland, 
Virginia, North and South 
Carolina concerning their 
Negroes’ chastising

- failure to convert slaves

Rev George Whitefield (1714-1770)

The Pennsylvania Gazette (April 17, 1740) 



- Noted the cruelties of slavery

- Wrote an open letter to 
‘Inhabitant of Maryland, 
Virginia, North and South 
Carolina concerning their 
Negroes’ chastising

- slave mistreatment

- failure to convert slaves*

- Never condemned slavery itself

Rev George Whitefield (1714-1770)

New Georgia Encyclopedia



Rev George Whitefield (1714-1770)

- 1715: Whitefield born in Great Britain

- 1735: Colony of Georgia outlawed slavery

- 1738: Whitefield Traveled to Georgia

- 1739: Whitfield’s followers established Philadelphia preaching house 

- 1740: Wrote letter to ‘To the Inhabitants of Maryland, Virginia, North 
and South Carolina concerning their Negroes’

- 1740-1741: Established Bethesda Orphan House in Georgia



Rev George Whitefield (1714-1770)
1741: Whitefield wrote An Account of the Orphan-House In Georgia 
expressing desire to use slave labor

- 1747: Whitefield wrote letter to ‘a generous benefactor unknown’



Rev George Whitefield (1714-1770)

- 1748 -50: George Whitefield campaigned for slavery’s legalization in Georgia 
in a letter to the trustees of Georgia



Rev George Whitefield (1714-1770)

- Mid 1740s-1749: 

- Whitefield smuggled slaves assuming that Georgia would legalize 
slavery soon 

- Bethesda student reported seeing at least five ‘negroes’ on the campus

- 1749: Whitefield Meeting House was chosen as the site of the Academy of 
Philadelphia (now the University of Pennsylvania)

- 1751: Whitefield’s efforts were successful and Georgia legalized slavery

- 1770: Whitefield died in New England
  Bequeathed 50 slaves to the Countess of Huntingdon
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1919: George Whitefield statue dedicated at University of Pennsylvania 
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1919: George Whitefield statue dedicated at University of Pennsylvania 

The University of Pennsylvania held its 
first sessions in a building erected for his 
congregations and was aided by his 
collections, guided by his counsel and 
inspired by his life.
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1919: George Whitefield statue dedicated at University of Pennsylvania 

Humble Disciple of Jesus Christ

Eloquent Preacher of the Gospel

[insert additional information here]



EBENEZER KINNERSLEY
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Ebenezer Kinnersley (1711-1778)

- Penn’s first Professor of English and Oratory
- Worked closely with Benjamin Franklin in the study of electricity
- Was named the first Faculty Master and Steward when the 

University’s first dormitory was built in 1765
- The University Archives website notes that in his duties he was assisted by his wife

- Kinnersley received payments for the enslaved persons’ work at the 
school from 1757-1770

- There used to be a stained glass memorial to Kinnersley at Penn
- Erected in 1872, it use to be located by the first landing of the east staircase of 

College Hall
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This entry notes a January 29, 1757 payment to Kinnersley for his enslaved person’s work at 
the school, which began October 25, 1756. 

The school paid Kinnersley for “his negros Services at the Academy in Ringing the Bell 
making Fires”

Day Book Belonging to the Trustees of the Academy of Philadelphia, 39.

Day Book
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- In early December 1772, Kinnersley retired from Penn and traveled to 
Barbados on the Brig Rachel for health reasons

- In a March 13, 1773 letter to his wife back in Philadelphia, Kinnersley 
writes that:

- “Caesar was taken very ill last week with a pain in his bowels, which at last settled in 
his side, bleeding and some doses of physick has made him pretty well again.”

- Kinnersley’s tax records from 1769 and 1774 both list “one negro”
- Kinnersley’s 1778 will does not list any enslaved persons

Caesar



FUNDRAISING TRIPS



Fundraising Trip to South Carolina
● Trustees sent Provost Smith to the 

southern colonies, specifically to 
Charleston, SC, to solicit funds

● Donations from 98 people, totaling 
7,195 in SC money, which equated to 
1,027 sterling

● The list of donors included many of 
the most prominent slaveholding 
families in the colony

Photo courtesy of the University Archives and Records Center
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Snapshot of South Carolina Donors

● Henry Middleton
○ Member of the Continental Congress
○ One of the largest slaveholding families in the colony
○ Owned 199 enslaved people at the time of his death
○ Donated £350 in SC currency, which equates to about £50 sterling

● Miles Brewton
○ South Carolina’s largest slave trader
○ Donated £175 in SC currency which equates to about £25 sterling

● Gabriel Manigault
○ Donated £700 in SC currency, or about £100 sterling
○ His son, Peter Manigault, donated £147 SC currency, which is £21 sterling
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Gabriel Manigault

● Merchant and Banker
● Gabriel Manigault was reputed to be the wealthiest man in South 

Carolina (and perhaps even British North America) in 1770
● Some documentation suggests that he was opposed to the slave 

trade, however...
● He was in fact a slave trader, and on at least three occasions there 

are records of him purchasing large shipments of enslaved Africans
● At the time of his death, he owned 300 enslaved Africans
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Inventory of the estate of Gabriel 
Manigault, Charleston District, South 
Carolina, Inventory Book A 
(1783-1787), 434-437; digital images, 
Fold3.com, accessed 20 April 2018.

http://fold3.com/
http://fold3.com/
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Titled “Mr. Peter Manigault and his Friends”



Fundraising Trip to Jamaica
● After the fundraising success of the 

South Carolina trip, the trustees sent 
Dr. Morgan to Jamaica to fundraise

● Dr. John Morgan was the founder of 
the Medical school

● John Morgan himself owned at least 1 
enslaved person in 1769

Photo courtesy of the University Archives and Records Center



Donations totaling 
about £6,100 in 

Jamaican currency

Equals about 
£4,357 sterling

277 donors from 
Jamaica
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The University and Slavery: Research and 
Rhetoric 

In the late 18th and early 19th century, Penn professors, graduates and 
Penn-published research helped to shape the rhetoric around 
American slavery. 

Penn grad and professor 
Hugh Williamson 

- Math professor and Penn graduate (1757) Hugh 
Williamson helped to craft the ⅗ Compromise 
at the Constitutional Convention 

- Research and publications from Penn Medical 
School advanced racial theories used to justify 
slavery in the years preceding the Civil War 



THE MEDICAL SCHOOL
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The Medical School 

- The Medical School heavily 
advertised in newspapers across 
the South

- Many graduates and Medical 
School faculty wrote extensively 
on racial pseudoscience during 
the 19th century. 

Ad for the Medical School placed in the NC Star in 1850



Medical School Advertisements 1851 
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Samuel George Morton (1799-1851)

 

 

From Samuel George Morton’s 
Lectures on the Varieties of Mankind, c. 1840 Samuel Morton (BA 1820)
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Morton’s Crania Americana 

- Published in 1839 by Samuel Morton, a 
professor at Penn’s Medical School. 

- The work divides mankind into five distinct 
“races.” 

- Fellow Penn lecturer Charles Caldwell 
expanded on Morton’s pseudoscience, 
claiming that slavery was natural given 
Morton’s racial/intellectual hierarchy. 

Illustration from Morton’s Crania Americana 
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Other Notable Publications + 19th C. Implications 
of  this Research 

- Josiah Nott (MD 1827) publications include: Two 
Lectures on the Connection Between the Biblical 
and Physical History of Man (1849), Types of Mankind 
(1854)  

- Charles Caldwell (MD 1796) Phrenology vindicated, 
and Antiphrenology Unmasked (1838) 

- The ideas espoused in the books and lectures of Penn 
professors and graduates ultimately contributed to 
pro-slavery discourse in the South. 

From Nott’s Types of Mankind 
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Alexander Stephens’ Cornerstone Speech (1861) 

“Our new government is founded upon exactly the opposite idea; its 
foundations are laid, its corner- stone rests, upon the great truth that 
the negro is not equal to the white man; that slavery subordination 
to the superior race is his natural and normal condition. This, our 
new government, is the first, in the history of the world, based upon 
this great physical, philosophical, and moral truth.” 



HARRIET ANN JACOBS



Harriet Ann Jacobs (1813-1897)
- Wrote autobiography/ slave narrative (1861)

- appealing to northern white women

- calling for support of abolition

- Detailed the struggles of female slaves 

- Slave master = Dr. Flint

- objectification

- sexual assault

- abuse

- Used pseudonyms to protect identities

- Dr. Flint = Dr. James Norcom
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Dr. James Norcom

University of Pennsylvania
Register of Med. Graduates (1768-1814)



BREANNA MOORE



April 19, 1810 UPenn Med School Graduate Borough House Plantation

Dr. William Wallace Anderson



Appraisal of Dr. Anderson’s estate inventory May 25, 
1864 



Adam and 
Willoughby in the 
1865 labor 
contract of R.H. 
Anderson and W. 
W. Anderson Jr.



April 7, 1849 UPenn Med School Graduate

William Wallace Anderson II

1870 Census



Thomas Bracey Will Jan. 24, 1848

1849 appraisal of Thomas Bracey estate inventory



Adam & Williba

Ritta 

Elijah

Caesar 

             Elizabeth

Breanna

1870 Census

1880 Census

1910 census



Fall 2016 University Traditional Undergrad Enrollment



SUGGESTIONS FOR UNIVERSITY
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Actions...

- Retract statements published in The Philadelphia Tribune and The 
Daily Pennsylvanian

- Join the Universities Studying Slavery (USS Coalition) 

- Support undergraduate involvement in research project

- Semiannually update University Archives page with new findings
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On Campus Information
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Buildings in The Quad
Fisher Hassenfeld

- Baird
- Baldwin
- Brooks
- Carruth
- Class of ‘28
- Craig
- Fitler 
- Foerderer
- Franklin
- Hopkinson
- Leidy
- Lippincott
- McKean
- New York Alumni
- Provost Smith

Ware

- Bodine
- Butcher
- Chestnut
- Coxe
- E.F. Smith
- Memorial Tower
- Morgan
- Morris
- Rodney
- Speakman
- Wilson

Riepe

- Ashhurst
- Birthday
- Bishop White
- Cleemann
- Graduate
- Magee
- Mask and Wig
- McIlhenny
- Provosts Tower
- Thomas Penn
- Ward
- Warwick
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Further Questions

● More about enslaved people
○ Names & Ages

○ Stories

○ Descendents

● What narrative are we using to tell Penn’s history?

● Penn: then and now

● What does this mean for the history of slavery in the United States?



...Questions & Answers...


