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Complicity
Kəmˈplisəde ̄
noun

Complicity does not speak to the University’s active and persistent 
ownership of enslaved persons.

Complicity does speak to the many ways in which colonial universities 
relied on and contributed to America’s slave society in the years prior to 
the Civil War.

COMPLICITY



TILGHMAN FAMILY



Edward Tilghman Jr. (1750-1815)
- Graduated from the College of Philadelphia in 1767

- Served as a trustee from 1794-1807

- Bequeathed Whitehall plantation by his father, Edward Sr., in January 1772

- Sold Whitehall to Benjamin Chew in May 1772

- Owned an enslaved man named Juba

- Bequeathed an enslaved man named Rick from Edward Sr. in the 1770s

- Manumission papers filed for 3 enslaved people

Sources: University Archives bio for Edward Tilghman Jr., Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
(Pennsylvania Slave Manumissions), Maryland Historical Society (Tilghman Family Papers).



Edward Tilghman Documents

Edward Tilghman, Manumission document for Nanny and Hagar, 
May 14th, 1788 Pennsylvania Slave Manumissions, HSP. Source: Tilghman, Edward Jr. Letter to Edward Tilghman 

Sr. Letter from Maryland Historical Society, Tilghman 
Papers MS2821. Series 1, Subseries A, Box 1, Folder 2.v



William Tilghman (1756-1827): Professional Ties to Slavery
- Graduated from the College of Philadelphia in 1772

- Studied law with Benjamin Chew. Received an honorary law degree from Penn in 1807

- Chief Justice of Pennsylvania from 1806-1827

- One of the last slaveholding judges in the North and one of the last Pennsylvania public 
officials to own slaves

- Favored more lenient slave registration filing practices, which shifted the court to favor 
the slave owner more than the enslaved people in legal disputes

- Declined nomination to the Society for the Abolition of Slavery in 1790

- Opposed expansion of slavery to Missouri

Sources: “A Biographical Dictionary of the Maryland Legislature 1635-1789” from Maryland State Archives Online, Supreme Injustice: Slavery in the Nation’s Highest Court By 
Paul Finkelman, Justice Accused: Antislavery and the Judicial Process by Robert M. Cover, Maryland Historical Society (Tilghman Family Papers), Eulogium upon the Hon. 
William Tilghman by Horace Binney



William Tilghman (1756-1827): Personal Ties to Slavery

- Mrs. Tilghman’s Household Account Book from 1796-1798 lists daily activities of enslaved 
persons and their children working for Mrs. Tilghman

- Often performed cleaning, cooking, or washing tasks

- Mrs. Tilghman was inoculated from smallpox in 1798, and wanted an enslaved woman 
named Betsey there to help her through it

- Letters received from his friends, family, and overseers updated him on what was 
happening on his plantations while he was away

- Feud between enslaved men George and Daniel

Sources: HSP (William Tilghman Papers), Maryland Historical Society (Tilghman Family Papers)



William Tilghman’s Enslaved Woman Milly
- She appears in Mrs. Tilghman’s Household Account Book, 1796-1798

- Mrs. Tilghman brings her to London with her in 1798. She returns to America alone in 
June 1798 to deliver letters, but was never given them

- William Hemsley writes to William Tilghman on June 23, 1798 that Milly had 
manumission papers filed by Mrs. Tilghman before they left for England

- Milly gives birth to a daughter in August 1798

- Hemsley wants instructions for what Tilghman should do with Milly now that she is 
a mother

- Unable to be hired out or sold, so she is sent to the Forest Plantation

- July 27, 1799, William Tilghman files his own manumission papers for Milly

Sources: HSP (William Tilghman Papers)



Milly’s Manumission Record
(William Tilghman’s Filing)

Source: 1798, July, 10-28, William Tilghman Papers, HSP.



LAND HOLDINGS



Wilder, Craig S. Ebony and Ivy: Race, Slavery, and the Troubled History of America’s Universities (119)

“Governor Thomas Penn gave the College of Philadelphia 

(University of Pennsylvania) his twenty-five-hundred-acre Perkasie 

estate in Bucks County. Enslaved Africans had worked these 

holdings for decades. Hannah and William Penn kept slaves as 

personal servants and laborers, and they had even punished one of 

their enslaved women by selling her to Barbados.” 



Perkasie Manor 
- Donated by Thomas Penn to the University in 1759 

- 2,500 acres in Bucks County valued at £3000 in 1760 

- Investigated by slave owners William Coxe and Francis Alison 

- Coxe and Alison recommended the sale of the property 

- Thomas Penn refused to allow the sale of the property 

- Thomas Penn’s refusal to allow the sale of the property likely contributed to later 
financial difficulties, leading to fundraising from slave owners 

- Tenants were mostly ethnic Germans and were likely not wealthy enough to own slaves

- Ethnic Germans generally did not own slaves 

Trustees’ Minutes Vol.1. Francis Alison’s will from Ancestry Library’s “Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, Will Index 1682-1819.” Research regarding ethnic Germans from 
John G. Gagliardo, “Germans and Agriculture in Colonial Pennsylvania,” The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography 83, no. 2 (April 1959): 192-218.



Norristown Farm and Mill
- Provost Smith purchased Norristown for Penn in 1776 for £6,000

- John Bull sold the Norristown farm and mill to Penn, and he stayed on for two years as a 
tenant on part of the land after the sale 

- In 1774, taxed for 2 negros and 1 servant

- Dr. Robert Shannon leases part of Norristown for next ten years

- In 1774, taxed for 2 negros. From 1785-88, taxed for 1 negro.

- In 1784, the Trustees considered moving Penn to Norristown. Decided against moving 
out of Philadelphia.

- Penn sold the farm and mill (excluding the town of Norristown) to Provost Smith and his 
son, William Moore Smith, for £4,300 in 1791

- Penn sold the rest of the lots in Norristown over the next 23 years

Sources: Trustees’ Minutes Vol. 2, 3, and 6. Tax Records from Ancestry Library’s “Pennsylvania, Tax and Exoneration, 1768-1801.”

https://search.ancestrylibrary.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2497


CADWALADER FAMILY



John Cadwalader (1742-1786)

Source: University of Pennsylvania Archives WebsiteMap of Maryland, 1775
Source: http://www.sonofthesouth.net/revolutionary-war/maps/maryland-map.htm



Source: Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Cadwalader Estate Papers

Fanny (26) 

Coombs Family (1786) 

Dick (45) 

Ned 
(9) 

Rose
 (7) 

Bett
 (5) 

Jenny
(1.75) 

Dick 
(3) 

Jim 
(3 weeks) 



 Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Cadwalader Estate Papers https://www.washcoll.edu/centers/starr/revcollege/struggleandstrength/slavery.html

“A View of Chestertown from 
White House Farm” 1790



SLAVE HOLDING ALUMNI



Methodology 

- Initial Questions: How did wealth and more specifically - generational wealth, cause the 

disparities in who was able to attend such a prestigious university as Penn in the early to 

mid-nineteenth century? How were these families able to accrue this wealth? 

- Catalogue University of Pennsylvania 1830-52 (List of Matriculants)

- Each year, the graduate school had around 100 students and the undergraduate 

school had 30

- Focus on the college students from the Southern States 

i. Parent’s wealth

ii. Cost of Attendance for Southern students

iii. An Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery (1780) 



The Feltus Family
- The Feltus Brothers 

- Henry James Feltus (1826-1899), entered in 1847, cotton and 
sugar planter

- William J. Feltus (1829-1865), entered in 1847, lawyer
- Abram Morrell Feltus Jr. (1833-1863), entered in 1851, officer in 

the Confederate Army

- Grandfather: Reverend Henry James Feltus, D.D. (1775-1828) 

- Father: Abram Morrell Feltus (1796- 1861), merchant, cashier at 
the Planters’ Bank at Woodville, cotton planter 

- Married Eliza Ann Ventress and moved to Woodville, 
Mississippi 

- Five out of his six sons that made it to collegiate age 
attended college

- Held 152 enslaved people in his estate 

Sources: Wilkinson Co., MS, Inventory and Account Book 17, University Archives, Penn files, Feltus, George H.,. Feltus Family 
Book: Containing a Biographical Sketch of the Rev. Henry James Feltus, d. d., New York City. FORGOTTEN BOOKS, 2016.



Source: Wilkinson Co., MS, Inventory and Account Book 17, Ancestry.com 



William J. Grayson (1819 - 1861)

- Owned 172 slaves

- Was the son of William J. Grayson Sr. 

- South Carolina House of 

Representatives

- Author of The Hireling and the Slave, 

a book that was popular in its times 

for its defense of slavery 

- “Master race”

Sources: Ancestry.com. 1850 U.S. Federal Census - Slave Schedules [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004.[1] Jarrett, Thomas D. “The Literary 
Significance of William J. Grayson's ‘The Hireling and the Slave.’” The Georgia Review, vol. 5, no. 4, 1951, pp. 487–494. JSTOR, JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/41395073.



George Waring (1834 - 1902)

- Real estate value: $15,000.00

- Personal estate value: $30,000.00

- Owned 20 individuals, the youngest being 

1 month old

- The son of William R. Waring

- Graduated from Penn Med in 1813

- Went on to become a physician

- Owned 118 slaves

Sources: Year: 1860; Census Place: Savannah District 3, Chatham, Georgia; Roll: M653_115; Page: 237; Family History Library Film: 803115, Year: 1860; Census Place: Savannah 
District 3, Chatham, Georgia; Roll: M653_115; Page: 237; Family History Library Film: 803115



Samuel McKinney (1807 - 1879)

- Real estate value: $12,000.00
- Personal estate value: $8,000.00
- Owned 7 slaves
- Went on to become a minister

- practiced missionary work
- President of Austin College in 

Texas

Sources: Year: 1860; Census Place: Ward 7, Ascension, Louisiana; Roll: M653_407; Page: 36; Family History Library Film: 803407, 1860 U.S. federal census, slave schedule, 
Ascension Parish, Louisiana, 6th ward, p. 10, entry for Samuel McKinney; digital image, Ancestry.com.



MEDICAL SCHOOL



BENJAMIN RUSH



Benjamin Rush (1746-1813)
- Professor of Chemistry, Theory and Practice of 

Medicine, and the Institutes of Medicine and 
Clinical Practice 1769-1813

- Signer of the Declaration of Independence

- Founded Dickinson College and Franklin 
College (now Franklin and Marshall)

- President of the Pennsylvania Society for 
Promoting the Abolition of Slavery 1803-1813 
(University Archives Biography)

- Held an enslaved man named William Grubber



Findings

Rush dissected the body of a 
black girl in his class

Rush taught his students that black 
people were immune from yellow fever



WILLIAM SHIPPEN



William Shippen (1712-1801)

- Penn’s first recorded dissection took 
place under William Shippen, 1762. 

- "Late in November 1762, Dr. Shippen 
received the first subject for dissection 
of which there is any record. A negro 
man having cut his throat with a glass 
bottle, from the effect of which he 
died.” (The Gazette, December 2, 1762)

- Later, Shippen would publicly deny 
any body-snatching, except from the 
“potter’s field.”  Shippen began the 
tradition of dissection at Penn. 



JOHN ARCHER



John Archer (1741-1810)

- Received the first medical degree from the 
College of Philadelphia in 1768

- Studied under Dr. John Morgan and Dr. 
William Shippen, the co-founders of the 
College of Philadelphia Medical School

- Served as U.S. Representative for Maryland’s 
6th congressional district from 1801-1805

- Between 1786 - 1810, trained 51 men to 
become physicians

Sources: American Medical Biographies by Eugene F. Cordell, Baltimore Sun



John Archer (1741-1810): 1810 Article
- Detailed two gynecological cases where pregnant enslaved women 

labia were fused 

- 1783 case: 39 year old negro woman belonging to Mr. W. M.

- 1795 case: “young negro girl” belonging to Mrs. M’A

- Claimed that the labia of young black girls were larger than their 
white peers

- Described the phenomenon of superfecundation

- Def: the fertilization of two or more ova from the same cycle by 
sperm from separate acts of sexual intercourse 

Sources: Medical Bondage: Race, Gender, and the Origins of American Gynecology by Deidre Cooper Owens, Medical Repository of Original Essays and 
Intelligence Relative to Physic, Surgery, Chemistry, and Natural History, Volume 13



John Peter Mettauer (MD 1808) 

- Born in Virginia in 1787, Mettauer performed 
early operations to correct vesciovaginal fistuale 
on a 20 year-old enslaved woman. 

- In 1840, he owned 29 enslaved people, 12 of 
whom were women. 

- Called the “father of plastic surgery,” he 
performed the first cleft-palate repair in 1827. 

- Mettauer also founded a hospital and medical 
school in Virginia, near his Prince Edward County 
home. 



WILLIAM HORNER



William Horner (1793-1853): Horner & Wistar Museum

Picture courtesy of the University Archives

- Dean of the Medical 
School (1822-1852), 
Professor of Anatomy

- University Archives, Guide, 
William Edmond Horner 
Papers 

- Virginian
- Est. most of specimen 

collection
- Dry/Wet preparations

- Anatomical, botanical, 
and animal specimens

- At least 21 human 
specimens labeled as 
“negro” or “black”



 Source: Penn Archives 

The Horner & Wistar and Morton Collections

Permission from the Penn Museum

University of Pennsylvania Archives



Where did specimens come from?

- Shippen, Forbes, Horner, and grave 
robbing

- Daina Ramey Berry, The Price for Their Pound of Flesh: The Value of 
the Enslaved, from Womb to Grave, in the Building of a Nation (2017) 
pg 159-187, Alexis Neumann’s 2018 Report 

- Fred Schafhirt and human specimens 
shipping

Kislak Center, Wistar and Horner Museum Records



Hugh L. Hodge (1796-1873), MD 1818

Kislak Center, Wistar and Horner Museum Records

University Archives, Catalogue 
of the Trustees, Officers, and 
Students (1837-1838)

The American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences V. 9



Further Questions

- What can we discover about the lifestyles and treatment of Penn 

trustee’s enslaved people?

- Did enslaved people take part in Penn campus life? 

- When did Benjamin Rush hold William Grubber? What else can we 

find out about the girl that was dissected in Rush’s class?

- Besides Perkasie and Norristown, did other University real estate 
investments have ties to slavery?



The research conducted by the Penn Slavery Project has 

given the University an opportunity to further its exploration 

of its own history. Penn has the opportunity to learn names 

that were forcibly erased. Penn has the opportunity to 

connect bloodlines that were deliberately broken. And the 

opportunity to include stories that, to this day, remain 

ignored. We would be remiss not to take advantage of it. 

~VanJessica Gladney C’18
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